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We’re proud to support Duluth’s fine arts 
community and the artists who share their 

unique perspectives with us all. 

BANK. BORROW. PLAN. INSURE & INVEST

INTEGRITY MEETS

ARTISTRY

WWW.NORTHSHORE.BANK
DOWNTOWN  |  WOODLAND  |  LAKESIDE  |  HERMANTOWN
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Minnesota Ballet Staff
Karl von Rabenau.......................................Artistic Executive Director
Maude Dornfeld.......................................................Finance Manager
Jennifer Miller .............................Ballet Master/Academy Coordinator
Ashley Carter..............................................................Office Manager
Katie Kampfhenkel ............................................. Production Manager
Suzie Baer...............................................ABLE Program Coordinator
Lila Coates White ........................Principal Teacher/Artistic Associate
Kaily McLellan, M.D.†* ........................................Company Physician
Caitlin Caturia, PT*................................Company Physical Therapist
†Official Physician of the Minnesota Ballet     *Provided by Essentia Health 

2024-2025 Minnesota Ballet Company
    Brooke Bero  •  Brianna Crockett   •  Juliana DeBellis     

Matthew Frezzell  •  Pierce Gallagher •  Cecilia Hernandez  
Jessica Lopes  •  Taylor Phillips  •  Isaac Sharratt         

Apprentices  
Luke Umphlett, Senior Apprentice    

Isabella Blindauer • Rebekah Docea  
Sophia Morgan • Ansley Pierce

To learn more about 
Minnesota Ballet

Company Dancers:
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W H E R E  S T Y L E 
M E E T S  AT T I T U D E

218-724-8836 • 1131 E 9th Street, Duluth • TouchOfPlasch.com

H A I R C U T S  &  CO LO R

S P E C I A L
O CC A S I O N U P  D O S

H A I R  &  E Y E L A S H 
E X T E N S I O N S

M A N I C U R E / P E D I C U R E

S PA PAC K AG E S

WA X I N G

B R OW T I N T I N G

E Y E L A S H L I F T  &  T I N T

M I C R O B L A D I N G

P E R M A N E N T J E W E L RY 
A P P L I C AT I O N

F O R A  F U L L  L I S T  O F  S E RV I C E S , 
P L E A S E  V I S I T  O U R W E B S I T E .
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The Nutcracker: A Duluth Tale
Choreography & Libretto—Karl von Rabenau

Music—Pyotr Tchaikovsky
Ballet Master—Jennifer Miller     
Scenic Design—Curtis Phillips

Fabrication—Jeff Brown: BrownKnows Design
Costume Design & Wardrobe Management

Heather Boudreau
Costume Assistant—Sasha Howell

Lighting Design—Jeff Brown
Production/Stage Manager—Katie Kampfhenkel

 Assistant Stage Manager—Rianna Ryan

Presenting Sponsors: Tasting Table, MidCoast Catering 
 A Touch of Plasch

Silver Level Sponsor: National Bank of Commerce
Bronze Level Sponsors: Aspen Custom Contractors

Northwood Children’s Services

The production build made possible in part by:
Jane S. Smith Memorial Fund, 

Duluth Superior Community Foundation.

Brooke Bero—Jonathan Reznick
Brianna Crockett—Harvey Plasch

Juliana DeBellis—Morgana Kolenda
Matthew Frezzell—Arola Architecture Studio

Pierce Gallagher—Christopher Davies
Cecilia Hernandez—Mary Gummerson

Jessica Lopes—Amanda Webb
Taylor Phillips—Ryan & Pamela Arola

Isaac Sharratt—Betsy Holcomb  
Luke Umphlett—Heather Dorow

Isabella Blindauer—Jessica Rossing
Rebekah Docea—Jennifer Boyle

Sophia Morgan—Nick Campanario  
Ansley Pierce—Alex Loch

Sponsors  of 2024–25 Minnesota Ballet Dancers
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2024–25 Minnesota Ballet Contributors
Major Operating Support
Minnesota State Arts Board
Minnesota Arts & Cultural 

Heritage  Fund
Lloyd K. Johnson Foundation
Wildey Mitchell Family Foundation

Presenting Sponsors
          2024–25 Season

               Celebrity Dance
               Challenge

Poe: The Ballet

Performance Producers
The Nutcracker: A Duluth Tale—Ed Shumacher

Harvest Moon—Eric Huie
Romeo and Juliet—Maude and Ken Dornfeld

The Nutcracker:
A Duluth Tale

This activity is made possible 
by the voters of Minnesota 
through a Minnesota State 
Arts Board Operating Support 
grant, thanks to a legislative 
appropriation from the arts and 
cultural heritage fund.

Your Vital Support
Thanks to our community’s support, the Minnesota Ballet has been 
delighting audiences at home and on tour, training dance students, 
and providing outreach programs for nearly 60 years. To find ways to 
support the community’s most beautiful performing art, please visit:

minnesotaballet.org/support

               Harvest Moon

Contributing 
Sponsorships
The Boat Club
MidCoast Catering Company
Pickwick Restaurant & Pub
A Touch of Plasch

Foundation 
Project Support
Depot Foundation

ABLE Support
[Adaptive Ballet Lessons for Everybody]
Van Gorden Fund,
     Miller-Dwan Foundation

               Harvest Moon
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The Nutcracker: A Duluth Tale—The Story
ACT 1, Scene 1
As the story begins, in the beginning of the 20th century, Clara is 
travelling for the holidays with her mother and brother, Fritz. Their 
train makes a stopover at the Duluth Union Depot. As they disembark 
from the train they encounter a bustling station with lots of people and 
adventures. There are newsboys, chestnut vendors, a flower vendor, 
and a candy seller: Mother Ginger. Most intriguing of all is the arrival 
of a magician, Drosselmeyer. He entertains the children and other pas-
sengers with his tricks and his amazing dancing dolls. He notices how 
much Clara enjoys the dolls and decides to give her a very special gift, 
a Nutcracker.

ACT 1, Scene 2
Clara has forgotten her Nutcracker and runs outside with her broth-
er to find it right where she left it, on the stairs of the magician Dros-
selmeyer’s train car. As Clara begins to return to the Depot, Fritz has 
other ideas. With a handful of Droselmeyer’s magic dust, the Harle-
quin doll escapes. When Drosselmeyer realizes his Harlequin doll is 
missing, he uses his magic to bring his Nutcracker and Columbine 
dolls to life to protect Clara and the other passenger children from the 
mischievous Harlequin and his band of newsboys. A snowball fight 
ensues with the Nutcracker needing Clara’s help to vanquish the Har-
lequin doll. As Clara begins to feel the chill of the night coming on, 
her mother comes out from the Depot with her coat. Snow begins to 
fall into a beautiful pas de deux and swirling snowflakes.

ACT 2
A choir is singing, and the passengers come into the Great Hall of the 
Depot. Clara is tired from the excitement earlier and soon falls asleep 
in her Mother’s arms. She dreams of the passengers on her train ride 
dancing little vignettes and duets. She dreams that she dances with the 
Magician Drosselmeyer. He brings her Nutcracker to life, who now 
looks very similar to the dancing doll from early in the day. The dream 
continues with dancing flowers and gingerbread cookies. Lastly, Clara 
finds herself dancing the grand pas de deux with her Nutcracker.

As Clara begins to wake from her dream, she finds all of the passen-
gers preparing to board the train to continue on their journey. One that 
Clara will never forget!
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The Nutcracker: A Duluth Tale 
ACT 1, Scene 1—The Train Depot

Clara.....................................Brianna Crockett (FRI/SUN), Brooke Bero (SAT)
Fritz*................................... Olivia Anderson (FRI/SUN), Zinnia Kracker (SAT)
Their Mother Stahlbaum* ...........................................Andraya Eisenchenk
Nutcracker Doll ................ Isaac Sharratt (FRI/SUN), Matthew Frezzell (SAT)
Magician Drosselmeyer ................................... Sean M. Sullivan (FRI/SUN) 

Isaac Sharratt (SAT) 
Mother Ginger ..................Juliana DeBellis (FRI/SUN), Sophia Morgan (SAT)
Flower Vendor............... Jessica Lopes (FRI/SUN), Cecilia Hernandez (SAT)
Porter .................................................................................Pierce Gallagher
Traveling Sisters............................ Fri/SUN: Sophia Morgan, Ansley Pierce  
                                                       SAT: Isabella Blindauer, Rebekah Docea 
Sailor................................. Matthew Frezzell (FRI/SUN), Taylor Phillips (SAT)
Sweetheart .................... Cecilia Hernandez (FRI/SUN), Jessica Lopes (SAT)
Farmers ................................. FRI/SUN: Isabella Blindauer, Rebekah Docea
                                                              SAT: Juliana DeBellis, Ansley Pierce 
Lumberjacks ........................ Taylor Phillips (FRI/SUN), Luke Umphlett (SAT)
Weary Mother Vikre*............... Emily Vikre (FRI/SUN), Belle Anderson (SAT)
Mother Holstrom* ................................................................Erica Holstrom
Mother Anderson* .................. Belle Anderson (FRI/SUN), Emily Vikre (SAT)
Arola Travelers.......................................Kelly Thompson-Sather, Jed Lahti
Harlequin Doll*.............. Piper Linn (FRI/SUN), Adelaide von Rabenau (SAT) 
Columbine Doll*.....................Natalie Carter (FRI/SUN), Hanna Searls (SAT)
Newsboys* ............Olivia Anderson (SAT), Natalie Carter (SAT), May Garcia

Kylin Hahn (SUN), Martha Kliewer,(SAT), Zinnia Kracker (FRI/SUN) 
Piper Linn (SAT), Ava Mershart, Hanna Searls (FRI/SUN)

Adelaide von Rabenau (FRI), Kadence von Rabenau (FRI/SUN)
Travelers* .......................... Alison Carter, Ruby Donaldson, Sofia Eastvold

 Sigourney Hunter, Ariadne Kesti, Carolena LaTour, Genevieve Mattevi 
Brynn Smith, Brooklyn Nelson, Norah Pierson, Martin Pfeil 

Chestnut Vendors* ...............Mindy Bolgrien, Tanis Halverson, Faith Rock 

ACT 1, Scene 2—Outside in the Snow
Snow Queen & Snow King........ FRI/SUN: Brooke Bero & Matthew Frezzell

SAT: Brianna Crockett & Taylor Phillips 
Snowflakes............... Isabella Blindauer, Juliana DeBellis, Rebekah Docea

  Kylin Hahn* (SAT), Cecilia Hernandez, Martha Kliewer* (FRI/SUN)
Sophia Morgan, Ansley Pierce 

Adelaide von Rabenau* (FRI/SUN), Kadence von Rabenau* (SAT) 
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15-MINUTE INTERMISSION
ACT 2—The Train Depot

Carolers*:... Gaia Bialke (SAT), Kaelynn Cajacob, Eostre Dommer (FRI/SUN)
Mathilda Gettle (FRI/SUN), Maralie Gustad (SAT), Beatrice Helland 

Charlotte Holstrom, Vivienne Huie, Olivia Kelly (SAT)
Delaney Kesti (FRI/SUN), Emma Kresha (FRI/SUN), Rosalind Long (FRI/SUN)

Vera Maki (FRI/SUN), Adrianna McFarland (FRI/SUN)
Lynnea Peterson (SUN), Kat Pfeil (SAT), Amanda Vega (SAT)
Emi Vega (FRI/SAT), Kenzie Vega (SAT), Agnes Swedin (SAT)

Porter and the Traveling Sisters
Porter .................................................................................Pierce Gallagher
Traveling Sisters............................ Fri/SUN: Sophia Morgan, Ansley Pierce  
                                                       SAT: Isabella Blindauer, Rebekah Docea 

Sailor and His Sweetheart
Sailor................................. Matthew Frezzell (FRI/SUN), Taylor Phillips (SAT)
Sweetheart .................... Cecilia Hernandez (FRI/SUN), Jessica Lopes (SAT)

Farmers and Berry Pickers
Farmers ................................. FRI/SUN: Isabella Blindauer, Rebekah Docea
                                                              SAT: Juliana DeBellis, Ansley Pierce 
Berry Pickers* ..........Adrienne Kolenda, Isla Kolenda, Marit Benziger (SAT)

Lumberjacks  
Lumberjacks ............Taylor Phillips (FRI/SUN), Luke Umphlett (FRI/SAT/SUN)

Mother Ginger and the Gingerbreads
Mother Ginger ..................Juliana DeBellis (FRI/SUN), Sophia Morgan (SAT)
Gingerbreads*...........................Henry Arola, Giulia Calland, Allison Carter

Brighton Chafee, Brooklyn Nelson, Norah Pierson
Julia Rubin, Charlie Tschann

Waltz of the Flowers
Dewdrop Fairy............... Jessica Lopes (FRI/SUN), Cecilia Hernandez (SAT)
Flowers .......................................... Isabella Blindauer, Natalie Carter* (SAT)

Juliana DeBellis (SAT), Rebekah Docea, Kylin Hahn* (FRI/SUN)
Martha Kliewer* (SAT), Sophia Morgan (FRI/SUN)
Ansley Pierce, Adelaide von Rabenau* (FRI/SUN)

Grand Pas de Deux
Clara & Nutcracker Prince ...... FRI/SUN: Brianna Crockett & Isaac Sharratt

SAT: Brooke Bero & Matthew Frezzell
Finale—The Cast

*Courtesy of the Minnesota Ballet Academy
Casting subject to changes.
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Principal Partner
($10,000+)
Betsy Holcomb, Duluth

President’s
Council ($1,500–4,999)
Pamela & Ryan Arola, Duluth
Nick Campanario, Duluth
Maude Dornfeld, Duluth
Harvey Plasch, Duluth
Jonathn Reznick, Duluth

Angel ($1,000–1499)
Christopher Davies, Duluth
Heather Dorow, Duluth
Louise Payjack-Guillou, Duluth
Mary & Joe Gummerson, Duluth
Eric Huie, Duluth
Morgana Kolenda, Duluth
Maggie Malone, Duluth
Amanda Webb, Duluth

Benefactor ($500–999)
Jennifer & Patrick Boyle, Duluth
Terri Breitzmann, Duluth
Lurene Buhrmann, Duluth
Henry Coyle, Bovey
Helena Jackson, Duluth
Alex Loch, Duluth
Movo Studio, Duluth
Jessica Rossing, Duluth
Karen & Gerald Ruona, Cloquet
Ed Schumacher, Duluth
Carole & Gary Turner, Duluth

Patron ($250–499)
Clinton Kollars, Duluth
Doug Lane, Duluth
Mel Winkler, Duluth

Friend ($100–249)
Seth Benziger, Duluth
Piper Brown, Duluth
Josie DiCesare, Duluth
Paige Doty, Duluth
Leah Fisher, Duluth
Heidi Frison, Duluth
Amy Goldfine, Duluth
Rowan Hayes, Minneapolis
Jeffrey Hernandez, Teaneck, NJ
Katherine Kuettel, Duluth
Andrea Kuzel, Duluth
Karen Nease, Duluth
Crystal Pelke, Duluth
Diane Petoletti, Duluth
Katie Wilber Phillips, Independence
Carrie Ronstrom, Duluth
Jessica Smith, Duluth
Steve Sternberg, Duluth
Alice Bassler Sullivan, 

Chugiak, AK
Christine Underdahl, Duluth
Mary Jo  White, Proctor
Amber Whitney, Duluth
Kirby & Cathy Wood, Duluth

Supporter (Up to $99)
Malcomb B. Davy, Duluth
Beatrice Dornfeld, Duluth
Ann Gumpper & Mark Harvey, Duluth
Jenny & Shawn Goetzinger, 

Phoenix, AZ
BJ Kohlstedt, Duluth
Glenda LaTour, Duluth
Kathleen Marmorine, Bemidji
Lucas Trea, Duluth
Shelly Vanneste, Proctor
Brandon VanWaeyenberghe, Duluth

2024–25 Minnesota Ballet Supporters

We would love having you join our supporters!
Minnesota Ballet  506 W. Michigan St.  Duluth, MN 55802

www.minnesotaballet.org/support
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Minnesota Ballet Academy’s Open Division offers classes
for dancers ages 14 through adult interested in dance for fun and fitness, 

or for serious students looking to supplement their training. 

Classes are offered in ballet, modern, jazz, tap, and Pilates. 
No prior dance experience is necessary. All levels are welcome.

minnesotaballet.org/education  •  218-733-7570

Welcoming students ages 3+ of all levels. 
No prior dance experience needed. 

Class sizes small to ensure all dancers are 
given the attention and support they need.

Faculty of current or former 
professional dancers.

minnesotaballet.org/education
218-733-7570

M N
B A L L E T
A C A D E M Y
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2025 Minnesota Ballet Performances
February 6–9, 2025
Depot Theatre
Experience the swing era 
as three WWII servicemen 
spend their final night on 
the town. Music by Glenn 
sets up dynamic dance.

TICKETS: minnesotaballet.org/performances

April 10–13, 2025
Depot Theatre
The season ends with a 
powerful new ballet pro-
duction of Shakespeare’s 
greatest love drama, set 
to the evocative music of 
Sergei Prokofiev.

Daily Camp
9:30 A.M.–3:30 P.M.

Early drop-off and 
late pick-up available 
for an additional fee

Information and 
Registration:
MN Ballet Academy 
(218) 733-7570

A new dance program for children, ages 8 and up, with any level 
of dance training. They can share the stage with our profession-
al dancers, while bringing to life the story of a kingdom where 
laughter is outlawed. Scholarships are available.

Public Performance Saturday, February 22, Depot Theatre
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Studio Four
Dynamic site

for 
special events

parties
receptions

performances

Contact: Katie Kampfkenkel    kkampfhenkel@minnesotaballet.org

Founded in Duluth less than 1 mile from the DECC 
and still a Duluth family-owned roastery. 

Look for 15 varieties of ARCO coffee k cups 
at Mt. Royal and select Super One stores.
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218-343-2897

Home Improvement
Lawn Services • Landscaping

Proud sponsor of the
Minnesota Ballet

Minnesota Ballet Board of Directors
Pamela Arola, Ryan Arola, Jennifer Boyle, Nick Campanario

Louise Payjack-Guillou, Betsy Holcomb 
Morgana Kolenda, Maggie Malone, Harvey Plasch

Jonathan Reznick, Mel Winkler
Advisor: Mary Jo White

We inspire an appreciation of dance 
through performance and education.

We advance and celebrate diversity, 
inclusion, and equity because we’ve 

seen firsthand how it richly nourishes 
the art of dance.

Minnesota Ballet • Minnesota Ballet Academy 
506 W. Michigan St. • Duluth, MN 55802 

218-733-7570  minnesotaballet.org   
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DINE-IN  •  FREE DELIVERY  •  PICK-UP  •  WEEKEND BRUNCH
RESERVE YOUR TABLE • pizzaluce.com/reservations/duluth

DINE-IN, DELIVERY
& PICK-UP
M-F: 11am-1am
Sat-Sun: 10am-1am

WEEKEND BRUNCH
Sat-Sun: 10am-2pm
Pizza Lucé Duluth located on the
corner of Superior and Lake.

HAPPY HOUR
WEEKEND
BRUNCH

EAT MORE PIZZAEAT MORE PIZZAEAT MORE PIZZA



INSPIRED
BY THOSE WHO NEVER GIVE UP

Orthopedics & Sports Medicine
218-786-3520
EssentiaHealth.org

Official Orthopedics &
Sports Medicine team for the 

Minnesota Ballet




